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placed him in command of the Ninth Corps at Haines's
Bluff to watch J. E. Johnston. The latter had collected a
large army at Jackson with the intention of attacking
Grant's force in the rear, and thus raising the siege' of
Vicksburg. Sherman took up a strong position and easily
held him at bay. Johnston, .however, became desperate in
his desire to save Vicksburg from capture, and on June
2Qth moved out to try conclusions with Sherman. But be-
fore his preparations for battle were complete, on July 4th,
1863, Vicksburg surrendered.

In his official report of the operations around Vicksburg,
dated July 6th, Grant spoke thus of Sherman's work in hold-
ing the enemy at bay : " Johnston, however, not attacking, I
determined to attack him the moment Vicksburg was in our
possession, and accordingly notified Sherman tlut I should
again make an assult on Vicksburg at daylight on the 6th,
and for him to have up supplies of all descriptions ready
to move upon receipt of orders, if the assult should prove a
success. His preparations were immediately made, and
when the place surrendered on the 4th, two days earlier
than I had fixed for the attack, Sherman was found ready,
and moved at once with a force increased by the remain-
der of both the Thirteenth and Fifteenth Army Corps,
and is at present investing Jackston, where Johnston has
made a stand."

On July Qth, Sherman appeared before Jackson, having
nmrched through fifty miles of almost desert country.
Three days later the town was invested partially, and then
Johnston, seeing that it was impossible for him to hold his
ground against Sherman's determined army, evacuated the
place and retreated to Meridian, a hundred miles away,
burning the bridges behind him. Sherman left a small
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.strategic point,, fifty-twoline,he brow of in theime Sherman
